208 Progress of the Medical Sciences. [July 

■when admissible, poppy fomentations, the use of the warm hath, and the em¬ 
ployment of mercury so as to affect the gums, It may be. exhibited internally 
or by inunction; in many cases the latter is preferable, as, when diarrhoea occurs, 
the bowels are too irritable. A scruple of mercurial ointment should be gpntly 
rubbed in over the abdomen, thighs, legs, back, &c., until the gums are touched. 
Flying blisters to the abdomen are also useful. The diet must be bland and 
tinstimnlating.— Prov. Med. Journ ., April 15, 1843. 

2G. Delirium Tremens cured hy Ammonia. — T)r. Scharn extols highly the 
powers of the liquor ammonias pyro-oleosus, or the liquor ammoniac snceinatus, 
in the treatment of delirium tremens, and asserts that under its influence, “ the 
most violent madman, uncontrollable by the united efforts of four men, is 
brought, in the course of a few hours, from his state of excitement, and restored 
to rational existence.” — Lnnd. <£' EAin. Month. Journ. Med. Sci. May, 1843, from 
Caspar's Wochenschrift, No. 5, 1843. 

27. Urea discovered in the Blood of individuals labouring under Inflammation 
of the Lungs. By Dr. F. Simon. —Having taken the coagula of six bleedings 
performed upon males and females, labouring under inflammation of the lungs, 
with a view to procuring a quantity of hoemato-globulin, Dr. Simon found that, 
by treatment with aether, alcohol, &o., and, finally, the addition of nitric acid to 
the syrup alcoholic extract, and desiccation under the air-pump, he procured a 
crop of crystals, which, under the microscope, presented themselvps as an aggre¬ 
gate of rhombic tables, and which lie discovered to be nitrate of urea.— Ibid., 
from Muller's Archiv., No. 1, 1843. 

28. Spnntancnvs Rupture of the Spleen. By Dr. Alle.—A robust man, 50 years 
of age, had suffered from intermittent fever many years ago, from which, how¬ 
ever, he had long recovered completely. In the course of the few last years, he 
became subject to “stitch in the side” when he walked quickly; he had an at¬ 
tack of rheumatic fever in the spring of 1840; in the autumn of the same year 
he began to suffer extreme annoyance from a sense of burning beat-in the soles 
of the feet, which, although he was not otherwise ill, kept him confined to his 
chamber through the winter. In January, 1842, he first complained of burning 
pain in the region of the spleen, and Dr. Alle was summoned. The patient had 
a sallow look, no prsper appetite, and his nights were sleepless; the urine was 
high-coloured; the bowels confined; there was burning pain in the region of the 
spleen, which was increased on pressure. The whole left side of the abdomen, 
from the hypochondrium downwards to the crest of the ilium, was extremely 
hard, without any irregularity; the feet were livid, and the burning of the soles 
still continued. There was little or no proper pyrexia. After three weeks of 
simple antiphlogistic and resolvent treatment, the patient complained one day at 
noon of a feeling, as if something had given way in his abdomen, and then of 
severe abdominal pain, and of sickness and vomiting. Before Dr. Alle could 
be fetched, the patient was moribund, and in about twelve hours expired, with 
every indication of extravasation of blood into the cavity of the abdomen. 

The post-mortem examination, in fact, showed that the greatly enlarged and 
hardened spleen had literally burst, and given occasion to a fatal hemorrhage 
into the general cavity of the abdomen. The organ appeared to be composed of 

lobuli. of the size of hazel nots_ Lnnd. Edin. Month. Journ. Med. Sci., March 

1843, from Oster. Med. Wochens, No. 51, 1842. 

[Two other cssps of spontaneous rupture of the spleen are recorded in our No. 
for Oct. 1842, p. 3G9.] 

29. Supposed Anti variolous Properties if Tartar Emetic Pustules. —M. Lichten¬ 
stein has published a curious article on this subject in “ Hufland’s Journal.” 
His attention having bpen excited by the similarity of appearance between the 
smallpox and tartar emetic pustules, he was led to make some experiments on 
the properties of the latter. Clear lymph, taken from the pustules produced by 
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friction with the tartar emetic ointment, was introduced, in the usual manner, 
underneath the epidermis of persons who had not been vaccinated. It gave rise 
to pustules which it was impossible to distinguish from those produced by vac- 
cine matter. The lymph of the tartar emetic pustules was inoculated from indi¬ 
vidual to individual, and invariably gave rise to pustules of the same form, and 
attended by the same symptoms. 

1 Since the year 1836 the author affirms that he has practised thirty-one vac¬ 
cinations and re-vaccinations with the matter from tartar emetic pustules; the 
persons thus vaccinated were placed in intimate relation with individuals af¬ 
fected with smallpox during an epidemic of that disease, and they all escaped 
contagion. 

Many further experiments will be required before the conclusions of the au¬ 
thor can be admitted.—Pruu. Mtd. Juurn. Nov. 5, 1842. 

30. Death from enlarged Bronchial Glands. —Dr. Golding Bird has recorded 
in the London Medical Gazette , (Nov. 1842,) a ease in which death appears to 
have resulted by the constriction of the left bronchus by two enlarged bronchial 
glands, so as to prevent ingress and egress of air to the left lung, the right being 
so full of tubercles as to be incompetent to the task of arterializing the blood. 
Dr. Bird states that he has seen three other cases in which death occurred in 
the course of phthisis, where the disorganization existing was not sufficient to 
account for the fatal termination, and in wiiich pressure on the left bronchus 
existed; in two the constriction was produced by enlarged bronchial glands, and 
in one by an aneurismal tumour. 

31. On the Epidemic Smallpox at Loreze in 1936, and the protective power of 
Vaccination .—By M. Mii.lon. Every individual who had not been vaccinated 
was affected sooner or later with the smallpox, and in them the disease lasted 
from fifteen to twenty-five days. This difference in the duration of the disease 
depended on the mildness or severity of the. case. It was invariably remarked 
that tlie milder the case, and the fewer the pustules, the sooner did the disease 
run its course; while, on the other hand, the more severe the attack, the longer 
was it of running its course, the longer was its duration. Many who had not 
previously been vaccinated were induced to be so during the prevalence of the 
epidemic, and the disease was invariably rendered milder in consequence. 

The circumstance of having been previously vaccinated did not appear to 
exempt the individuals from being variously affected with varieties of the small¬ 
pox. Thus, most of those previously vaccinated had the chickenpox eruption, 
a fetv others the varioloid eruption. It was very difficult to distinguish between 
the varioloid eruption and the smallpox during the first days of the disease. 
By the seventh or eighth day, however, the distinction was easy, as the vario¬ 
loid eruption began to dry up, while the smallpox ran on to suppuration. These 
eruptions are, therefore, essentially the same, says M. Millon, the difference 
arising from the disease in the one case running its natural course, in the other 
being modified by vaccination, or transformed into the vaccine form. Vaccina¬ 
tion, therefore, like inoculation, has created a new variety of smallpox. This 
conclusion is arrived at from comparing the appearance of the eruption after 
inoculation, and that after vaccination, when it assumes the varioloid form, 
which, lie states, are not to be distinguished from each other. As inoculation 
with the smallpox gives no greater security than vaccination, and besides, lias 
tlie great inconvenience of keeping up and propagating a highly contagious 
disease, besides being every now and then attended with considerable mortality, 
M. Millon strongly advocates the superior advantages of vaccination, which, 
if it does not always preserve front attacks of smallpox, what is more essential, 
it always or almost always deprives it of all danger. He adds the following 
important fact from bis own. observation. When by chance a person who has 
been vaccinated dies during an attack of smallpox, it frequently happens that 
this takes place during the feverish stage, or on the first appearance of the 
eruption, so that there is every reason to believe the same person would have 



